A CONCISE GUIDE TO HIGH-PERFORMANCE WOODBURNING

. . . Canadian wood-heat consultant and stove retailer John Gulland
1. Understand|ng Combustion offers these tips for getting the cleanest, most efficient burn possible

from conventional and new-technology updraft stoves.

As firewood burns, it goes through three phases:
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The challenge in burning wood efficiently is to burn off the smoke before it leaves the
firebox. The rest of the suggestions in this fact sheet will help you to get more heat from
your wood, and reduce creosote deposits and air pollution.

2. Preparing Firewood
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drying in the summer sun and warm winds, the wood =< ™
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firewood has large cracks or checks in the end grain. 5 itgives upto 25% higher efficiency /- A

Look for these when judging the quality of firewood. [, * it produces fewer creosote :€OSItS = ANV

Hardwoods and softwoods are chemically similar - the * itignites faster and smokes I€5S .~ /‘
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produce a longer-lasting fire. However, people who live It's been said that a long straight row of firewood
standing in the yard in springtime is like money in the

in Canada’s North, where hardwoods do not grow, are
able to heat their homes quite effectively with
softwoods. The fireboxes of their wood stoves need to
be larger to handie the greater volume of wood.

bank. Itis indeed - as it dries in the summer sunshine,
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3. Starting or Rekindling the Fire

When starting a fire, use plenty of crumpled newspaper
and kindling. As a guide, fill the firebox completely with
loosly crumpled newspaper and hold it down with at
least ten pieces of finely-split dry kindling. Softwoods
make the best kindling: Find out where the combustion
air enters the firebox of your stove, and light the fire
there so that the fire gets plenty of air. Open the air
inlets fully.

When rekindling, rake the live coals towardthe
combustion air inlet of the firebox. Make a compact
pile of charcoal and place the kindling and small pieces
of wood on and behind it. Open the air inlets fully to
produce rapid combustion.
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